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Of general criticisms we have scarcely any to offer. The adop¬ 
tion of the metric, or, as it is here called, the centigrade system 
of weights and measures, may be considered as a defect by some. 
We are not sure that it is so; if this legalized system is ever to 
be adopted, a beginning must be made, and it has its advantages. 
Its introduction here is a kind of experiment, but we do not con¬ 
sider that it at all alfects the value of the book. i, 
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This work contains a series of lectures and addresses, the 
greater part of which have previously appeared in medical jour¬ 
nals and other periodical publications. They are very pleasantly 
written, and as might be naturally expected from the name of 
their author, they are likewise able and instructive. They read 
indeed like some popular lectures, while containing matter valua¬ 
ble at once to the student and to the medical man in practice. 

As might be expected, the subjects of this book are mainly 
surgical, but they nevertheless overpass in some places the limits 
that are usually assigned to this department of medicine. The 
last chapter, indeed, entitled “Notes for the Study of Some Con¬ 
stitutional Diseases,” would not seem to come specially under 
this head, and the same might be said of the third “ On stammering 
in other organs than those of speech.” 

The special nervous aspects of the various subjects treated of 
in this book are the ones that particularly claim the attention of 
this journal, and under this head we must notice three of the arti¬ 
cles it contains more than the rest: they are the one just named 
on stammering, that on nervous mimicry, and thirdly, the essay 
on sexual hypochondriasis. The first of these calls attention to 
a peculiar class of cases, occasionally met with, in which there is 
either in the urinary organs, the oesophagus, or the intestine and 
rectum, an inco-ordination under certain nervous influences, which 
renders the special acts of urination, defecation or swallowing diffi¬ 
cult at certain ti mes or places. We say this chapter calls attention 
to these facts: it hardly does more, except perhaps to suggest the 
general line of treatment that should be adopted, based in the 
main on the resemblance between these affections and the embar- 
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rassment of speech from which lie borrows the name he gives 
them here. We are not sure that the parallelism is as exact as 
he would make it appear; that there is not more or less perhaps 
in these symptoms, under certain circumstances, than in the act 
or habit of stammering. The subject, however, is too obscure 
and extensive to be discussed here. 

The section on nervous mimicry, unlike the one we have just 
mentioned, is of considerable length, the longest in fact, in the 
volume. It is divided into six lectures, which appeared originally 
in the Lancet during the year 1873, and which are therefore per¬ 
haps not unfamiliar to our readers. The subject is so extensive, 
and it is treated at such length (some seventy odd pages) by the 
author, that any close analysis of it as given is impracticable in 
this notice. We will merely mention a few of the points he 
makes. 

In the first place, we can endorse, in the main, his remarks as to 
the use of the term hysteria, which has been so convenient a 
resource of many superficial diagnosers. Dr. Paget says, speaking 
of the common reference of these cases of nervous mimicry to 
this very vague condition, that it is desirable that the name 
should be abolished altogether in this connection, and if we have 
to give a general name to the state of affairs we find in patients 
showing the symptoms under consideration, we should confine 
ourselves to calling it nervous sensibility, hyperesthesia, etc., 
which have the advantage of being at least etymologically cor¬ 
rect, and not at all necessarily connected with any imputation of 
reproach. And while in our opinion hysteria is still an allowable 
diagnosis in some of these cases, there is no doubt that a more 
restricted usage of the term than at present is necessary in really 
scientific medicine. 

The nervous affections of the joints, to which he gives two lec¬ 
tures, are well described, but a few points might be mentioned 
in addition to those that are given. Thus he barely mentions 
and practically ignores the local subacute arthritis that may be 
connected with peripheral nerve disease, and to which some of 
his mimic joint affections may be due. Moreover, the pathology 
of some of these cases may be spinal, even while not indicating 
any very serious or decided lesion. These possibilities are indeed 
not excluded absolutely by anything said in these lectures, but 
the treatment of the disease by the author is that of one in 
which invariably no real lesion exists, and the trouble is solely 
due to a general nervous condition of the patient. We have seen 
affections of the joints similar to those described in persons of a 
not particularly nervous constitution, and in whom they were 
undoubtedly due to real local lesions, though these might have 
been very difficult to detect in certain stages of the disorder. 

The remarks on mimicry of spinal disease, cancer, etc., are 
interesting, and will be instructive to the physician ; so also those 
on the general treatment of these affections. We would only 
add that, in many of these cases, electricity judiciously applied, 
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is useful both in the diagnosis and the treatment, and we think 
its value, even with our present knowledge, is underrated by Dr. 
Paget. The chapter on sexual hypochondriasis is good both in 
the matter it contains and its presentation. The information it 
gives would be useful to the general public, and though its sub¬ 
ject is one that is somewhat delicate to introduce to such an 
audience, we are not sure that a wider dissemination of the state¬ 
ments it makes might not be desirable to counteract the vicious 
statements of quacks and the general ignorance and credulity 
extant. Dr. Paget’s treatment of this delieate subject is all that 
could be desired. 

Several of the other chapters contain matter relating to the 
nervous system and its ailments, but we cannot give them any 
space in a notice like the present. All parts of the book show 
the skill and accomplishment of the author in his profession, and 
it will not depreciate his reputation in any respect. 

The editing of the lectures and essays by Mr. Howard Marsh 
is well done, and the notes he has supplied in the appendix add 
to the value of the work. The typographical appearance and 
mechanical execution of the volume, as is usual in books issued 
by the well known American house of Appleton & Co., are 
unexceptionable. 


V.—SHORTER NOTICES. 


I. Ox Poisoxs in Relation to Medical Jukispkudence and 
Medicine. By Alfred Swaine Taylor, M. D., F. R. S. Third 
American from the third and thoroughly revised English 
edition. With 104 illustrations. Philadelphia: 1875. Henry 
C. Lea. Chicago : Jansen, McClurg & Co. 

FI. A Practical Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations. 
By Frank Hastings Hamilton, A. M., M. D., LL. D., etc. 
Fifth edition, revised and improved. Illustrated with three 
hundred and forty-four wood cuts. Philadelphia: Henry 
C. Lea, 1875. 831 pages. 8 vo. Chicago : Jansen, McClurg 
& Co. 

IT I. Phthisis: Its Morhid Anatomy, ^Etiology, Symptomatic 
Events and Complications, Fatality and Prognosis, 
Treatment and Physical Diagnosis in a Series of Clini¬ 
cal Studies. By Austin Flint, M. D., Professor of the 
Principles and Practice of Medicine and of Clinical Medicine 
in Bellevue Hospital Medical College, etc. Philadelphia: 
1875. Henry C. Lea. 446 pages. 8 vo. Chicago: Jan¬ 
sen, McClurg & Co. 



